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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff 


V. 


CIVIL NO. 19- 


$24,230.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 
Defendant. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 
TO THE HONORABLE COURT: 

COMES NOW, plaintiff, the United States of America, by and through its undersigned 
attorneys, Rosa Emilia Rodriguez-Velez, United States Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico; 
Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo, Assistant United States Attorney, Chief, Civil Division and Maritza 
Gonzalez, Assistant United States Attorney, brings this complaint and alleges as follows in 
accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce the provisions of 18 U.S.C. §1956, and 
981(a)(1)(A) and 21 U.S.C. §881(a)(6). 

DEFENDANT IN REM 

The defendant property seized by United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
Homeland Security Investigations (“ICE-HSI”) agents consists of: $24,230.00 in U.S. Currency. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §981(a)(l)(A) and 21 U.S.C. §881(a)(6). 
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This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 
1355(b)(1)(A) (acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district) and § 1355 
(b)(1)(B) (the defendant cuixency is found in this district). 

Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) (acts and omissions 
giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district) and §1395 (the defendant currency is found in 
this district). 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce the provisions of 18 U.S.C. §981(a)(l)(A) 

- The following property is subject to forfeiture to the United States: (A) Any property, real or 
personal, involved in a transaetion or attempted transaction in violation of section 1956, 1957 or 
1960 ofthis title, or any property traceable to such property; and21 U.S.C. §881(a)(6)-Fdrfeitures 

- All moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to 
be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation 
of this subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this 
subchapter). 

FACTS 

The facts and circumstances supporting the seizure and forfeiture of the defendant cmrency 
are contained in the 28 U.S.C. §1746 unsworn declaration of the ICE-HSI, Special Agent, Zorelie 
Baez attached hereto, and incorporated herein as if fully stated. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant currency be issued; that due notice be given to all parties to appear and show cause why 
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the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment be entered declaring the defendant currency 
condemned and forfeited to the United States of America for disposition according to law; and that 
the United States of America be granted such other and further relief as this Court may deem just 
and proper, together with the costs and disbursements of this action. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 18‘'' day of January 2019. 


ROSA EMILIA RODRIGUEZ-VELEZ 
United States Attorney 


s/Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo 

Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Chief, Civil Division 

U.S.D.C.# 214902 

# 350 Carlos Chardon Street 

Torre Chardon 

Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00918 

Tel. (787) 766-5656 

Fax. (787) 771-4050 

Email: hector.e.ramirez@usdoj.gov 


s/c^msakz 

Maritza Gonzalez-Rivera 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

U.S.D.C. #208801 

# 350 Carlos Chardon Street 

Torre Chardon 

Hato Rey, Puerto Rico 00918 

Tel. (787 766-5656 

Fax. (787) 771 4050 

Email: maritza. gonzalez(^usdoj .gov 
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VERIFIED DECLARATION 

I, Maritza Gonzalez-Rivera, Assistant U.S. Attorney, for the District of Puerto Rico, 
declare under penalty of perjury as provided by 28 U.S.C. §1746, the following: 

That the foregoing Complaint is based on reports and inforaiation furnished to me by the 
ICE-HSI; that everything contained therein is true and correct to the best of my loiowledge and 
belief. 

Executed in San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 18“’ day of January 2019. 


x/py cQ0n3al63 
Maritza Gonzalez-Rivera 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 


VERIFIED DECLARATION 

I, Zorelie Baez, Special Agent, ICE-HSI, declare as provided by 28 U.S.C §1746, the 
following: 

I have read the contents of the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and the attached 
unsworn declaration thereto, and I find the same to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed in San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 18“’ day of January 2019. 




iorelie Bae 
Special Ageiif 
Iipmigration and Customs Enforcement 
[omeland Security Investigations 
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UNSWORN DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 

TITLE 28 , UNITED STATES CODE §1746 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746,1, Zorelie E. Baez Aguayo, a Special Agent for the United 
States Depailment of Homeland Security, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), declare the 
following: 

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 

I am employed as a Special Agent with the United States Department of Homeland 
Security, HSI, San Juan. As a Special Agent, my job and responsibilities include conducting 
investigations of alleged manufacturing, distributing or possession of controlled substances (21 
U.S.C. § 841 (a)(1)); importation of controlled substances (21 U.S.C. § 952 (a)); false statements 
(18 U.S.C. § 1001). 

I attended the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Glynco, Georgia, where I 
completed the Criminal Investigator Training Program and the U.S. Customs Special Agent 
Training. I am currently assigned to the Airport Investigations Tactical and Tactical Team 
(AIRTaT) where investigations are conducted related to violations of Titles 18, 19, 21, and 31, 
United States Code . 

Because this unsworn declai-ation is submitted for a limited purpose, I have not included 
details of every aspect of this investigation. I am thoroughly familiar with the information 
contained in this unsworn declaration, either through personal investigation or through 
discussions with other law enforcement officers who have interviewed individuals or personally 
obtained information, which they, in turn, have reported to me. 
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ITEM TO BE FORFEITED 

This unsworn declaration is offered in support of a civil complaint for the forfeiture of 
the following seized property: $24,230.00 in US Currency. 

FACTS 

On October 23, 2018, Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), Airport Investigations and 
Tactical Team (AirTaT) agents were conducting random inspections on inbound flights aniving 
at the Luis Munoz Marin International Airport (LMMIA) from the Continental United States 
(CONUS). While inspecting Jetblue Airlines flight #1233 from Orlando, Florida to the LMMIA, 
passenger Emmanuel MARTINEZ-Vega was randomly selected for inspection. MARTINEZ- 
Vega was asked if he was transporting a large amount of currency. MARTINEZ-Vega stated that 
he had $7,000.00 USC. 

Puerto Rico Police Department (PRPD) Officer D. Maldonado (#23415) conducted a dog 
sniff inspection with his service K-9 Blue (#3300) of the luggage carried by MARTINEZ-Vega. 
K-9 Blue alerted positive to the odor of narcotics on MARTINEZ-Vega’s luggage. HSI AirTaT 
agents escorted MARTINEZ-Vega to the AirTaT offices for a full inspection. HSI AirTaT agents 
requested consent to from MARTINEZ-Vega to inspect the luggage and he granted consent. 
Upon arriving to the Custom and Border Protection Federal Inspection Site, MARTINEZ-Vega 
changed his claim and stated to AirTAT Officers that he had $22,000.00. A thorough inspection 
of MARTINEZ-Vega’s luggage, belongings and person revealed an approximate total of 
$24,230.00 in U.S. currency bundled amongst a pair of jeans within the luggage. 

The currency denomination is as follows: 

® 33 X $100 bills = $3,300.00 
® 21 X $50 bills = $1,050.00 
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® 994 X $20 bills = $19,880.00 

Subsequently, HSI agents conducted an interview of MARTINEZ-Vega. During the 
interview, MARTINEZ-Vega stated that he was unsure of the total amount of money he had in 
his luggage. At first, MARTINEZ-Vega said that he was transporting the currency on behalf of 
his father, as part of his father’s company. Later during the interview, MARTINEZ-Vega stated 
that the currency came from his business as a lottery slot-machine operator, and then said he now 
owns his father’s business due to his father being in prison. 

Puerto Rico Treasury Department and AirTAT officers conducted a follow up interview 
with MARTINEZ-Vega regarding local tax implications. MARTINEZ-Vega stated he sold cars 
and had been doing for three (3) years. MARTINEZ-Vega claimed the owner of the company, 
M&M Entertainment, was his father (Manuel Martinez-Maldonado). MARTINEZ-Vega claimed 
he earns $6,000.00 per month; he admitted that he does not possess a commercial registration as 
required by Puerto Rico; that he has not filed income taxes from his eaimings; and that he has 
more or less 70 slot machines, which also require registration, by the government of Puerto Rico. 

HSI agents verified MARTINEZ-Vega’s father’s information and confirmed that his father, 
Manuel Martinez-Maldonado, was arrested by HSI on May 2012, convicted for: 21 U.S.C. § 963, 
Attempt and Conspiracy; 21 U.S.C. §952, Importation of Controlled Substances; and 21 U.S.C. 
§§ (a)(1) and (b)(l(B), Exportation of Controlled Substances, and sentenced to one hundred and 
twenty (120) months in prison. 

Furthermore, the Puerto Rico Department of Treasury (Hacienda) did not have any records 
demonstrating that MARTINEZ-Vega had ever filed income tax returns with Hacienda and had 
never reported any taxable income with the government of Puerto Rico. 


3 





Case 3:19-cv-01051 Document 1-1 Filed 01/18/19 Page 4 of 4 


This Unsworn Declaration is submitted in support of a Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem, 
which involves the offenses detailed in Section 881(a)(6) of Title 21, United States Code, 
particularly the all moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished 
or intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for controlled substance or listed chemical 
in violation of the subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, 
negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of 
this subchapter; and 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(A), which states that it is subject to forfeiture any 
property, real or personal, involved in a transaction or attempted transaction in violation of 
section 1956, 1957 or 1960 of this title, or any property traceable to such property. 

Based on my training and experience, and the facts concerning this investigation, the 
undersigned submits that the $24,230.00 in US Cun-ency is forfeitable as illegal proceeds 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(A) and 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

Sworn and signed under penalty of perjury, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746. 

Executed in San Juan, Puerto Rico this 18* day of January 2019. 
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